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This morning, we will begin a journey through the Book of Philippians.  The purpose of this journey is to remind us who we should love and where our joy should be.  Our world does an effective job of eroding our joy in God and love for God.  It seems that every day, we are confronted with death, disease, disappointment, discontentment, emotional pain, and pragmatism, and on the other end of the spectrum, we have too much pleasure in this life and not the life to come.  Therefore, my aim through this study is to either reignite the flame of joy and love or to strengthen our resolve of joy and love.  
If we want to be the witness for Christ that affects the world around us, that is, if we want to be the salt of the earth and light of the world, then we must have joy in the Lord and love the Lord.  Furthermore, if we want to exhort our brothers and sisters in Christ as the writer of Hebrews commands us, then we must have joy in the Lord and love the Lord.  We cannot fulfill these tasks without divine joy and love directed towards God.  
Before I begin verse1, there are introductory remarks that will help us better understand the Epistle to the Philippian church.  First, in 42 B. C., Antony and Octavian’s army defeated Brutus and Cassius’ army at the Battle of Philippi.  The conclusion of the battle marked the end of the Roman Republic and paved the way for the Roman Empire.  The Roman Empire annexed Philippi as a Roman colony.  A Roman colony served at least two purposes: the resettlement of Roman citizens, and colonies became defensive fortifications for Rome.  As a result, many retired Roman soldiers moved into these colonies.
A Roman colony enjoyed the privilege of self-rule, had the same rights as other Italian cities, was exempt from paying some taxes, and was viewed as a Roman citizen.  Philippi loved being a Roman colony.  They adopted Latin as their official language, despite the fact that most of the Roman Empire, including their neighbors, used Greek; they also adopted Roman customs and modeled their city government after those of other Italian cities.  In time, Philippi became known as “little Rome.”  
The significance of Philippi embracing its status as a Roman colony was their adoration and love for Caesar.  They would have viewed him as the Son of God, the Lord, the Christ (the deliverer, rescuer, and savior), and the Gospel.  His decrees would have been “the good news.”  
Second, Paul writes this epistle to thank the Philippians for their love gifts, to return their pastor, or one of the elders, Epaphroditus, to give them an update on his status in Rome, to encourage and exhort them to unity, and to warn them against false teachers.  
He does this while focusing on joy.  Paul used the word “joy” or “rejoice” 16 times in this short epistle.  You would think that life must have been going well for Paul to exhort this church to rejoice in the Lord as many times as he does.  However, the opposite was true.  Far from being on the mountaintop, Paul was in a Roman prison.  Even though he was under house arrest, he was chained to a Roman Soldier, and his fate was still unclear.  He did not know if he would be freed, stay incarcerated, or be executed for his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is in this setting that Paul exhorts the Philippians time and again to be joyful in the Lord.  
This morning, I want to preach Paul’s introduction to his epistle in Philippians 1:1–2: “Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.”  In his introduction, Paul features three connection points that Paul, Timothy, and the Christians at Philippi had with God.  We enjoy these same connections today.  
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In Philippians 1:1, “Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:”  The first connection point that Paul brings up is how he and Timothy are “servants of Jesus Christ.”
The word for “servants” means “a bondslave.”  The Bible has much to say about Christians being bondslaves of Jesus Christ.  However, my focus is to understand how this concept is applied within the Philippian context so that we can make relevant applications for us today.  
Based upon the Philippians’ love for Caesar, they would have considered him Christ.  He was their deliverer and rescuer.  They would have been his subjects and servants.  Consequently, he could have used them at his discretion to magnify further and glorify his office.  In the first sentence of this epistle, Paul throws down the hammer.  He emphatically declares that there is a greater Christ than Caesar to be enslaved to, and his name is Jesus!  
Throughout human history, Caesars have always existed.  Today, there are several Caesars.  People are enslaved to the media, environment, sports, entertainment, money, family, education, government, sex, choice, freedom, equality, reparations, health, etc. What Paul wrote in the first sentence of his epistle to the Philippians 2000 years ago is relevant to us today.  In effect, Paul says that there is a better Christ than the media, environment, sports, entertainment, money, family, education, government, sex, choice, freedom, equality, reparations, and health to be enslaved to, and His name is Jesus!  
I have heard pastors say that there is an 18-inch distance between the head and the heart.  They used that distance to make a point in their sermon.  They would say: “The longest journey a person can take is 18 inches,” or “the difference between heaven and hell is 18 inches.”  This morning, I want to apply that saying to the reason we struggle with being servants of Jesus Christ.  As Christians, we know who Jesus is: He is the Son of God, the Christ, the Lord, the Savior, the Gospel, and our Master.  However, some aspects of these truths remain in our minds and never reach our hearts.  We know Jesus is our Master, and He is the one who commands us, but when it is time to express these truths in our lives, we struggle.  
I will highlight two possible reasons we struggle.  First, we lose sight of Jesus’ importance.  In sports, there is the G.O.A.T.  The G.O.A.T. stands for the Greats of All Time.  In basketball, there is a raging argument regarding who the G.O.A.T. is.  Some say it is Michael Jordan, while others contend it is LeBron James.  Sadly, the same argument rages within Christianity.  Who is the G.O.A.T. of the universe?  Is it our spouses, children, occupations, hobbies, or something else?  Or does the situation determine who the G.O.A.T. is?  We can never be the slaves that Jesus wants us to be if we are not settled in our hearts that in every situation or condition, Jesus is the G.O.A.T.  Jesus, and what He says must take precedence over everything else.  
Second, Jesus wants us to be more than duty-bound slaves.  The Philippians loved and adored Caesar.  They were more than duty-bound servants to Caesar.  They were passionately affectionate towards him.  Jesus needs to be the Master that we want and love more than anything or anyone else.  The expression of our servitude to Jesus must be from love if Jesus is to be glorified in our lives.  
There are two words for “know” or “knowledge” in our New Testament.  One word speaks of intellectual knowledge.  The other word speaks of experiential knowledge.  Experiential knowledge does not reject intellectual knowledge; rather, it expresses intellectual knowledge in and through people’s lives.  The word that Paul uses often to express how we are to know Jesus and truth is the second word.  We need to know Jesus and the truth through our life experiences.  Failing to experience Jesus misses the point of intellectually knowing the truth.  
Let me illustrate this.  In Philippians 1:19, Paul writes: “For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.”  The word for “know” is intellectual knowledge.  He does not know this truth firsthand because he writes about a future event.  However, once the event comes to pass, Paul will use the other word for “know,” which speaks of knowing by experience.  
In Philippians 2:22, Paul wrote: “But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he hath served with me in the gospel.”  Paul was sending Timothy to them to ascertain how things were going for them.  He says regarding Timothy that they knew “the proof of him.”  They did not know Timothy's proof from what Paul said.  If they had, then Paul would have used the first word that I mentioned for “know.”  However, Paul used the second word, which refers to knowledge gained through experience. They knew the proof of Timothy because they saw, felt, and experienced Timothy’s commitment and love to Paul, them, and the truth during Paul and Timothy’s stay in Philippi.  They did not just have head knowledge; they knew in their hearts the kind of person Timothy was.  
It is not just our minds that need to say I love Jesus as our Master.  We have to express or experience this in and through our lives.  Now, loving Jesus as our Master has profound implications for our lives.  This means we want Jesus’ will for our lives more than our will for our lives.  He knows how to direct our lives better than we do.  However, this is particularly difficult when we get bad news.  The doctor calls to say that we have terminal cancer, or congestive heart failure, or our lungs are shot, and we do not have much time left.  It is in seasons like this that our affection and love for Jesus are tested.  Will people see our love for Jesus as our Master through our lives, or just with our words?  
A few decades ago, I heard a sermon preached from Philippians 1:20–24: “According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not. For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better: Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you.”  
The sermon was both convicting and humbling.  The Holy Spirit revealed two big problems I had.  First, I did not view heaven as a gain.  Namely, I did not view being in the presence of Jesus as a gain!  It was not that I didn't want to go to heaven, because I did. Instead, I was too consumed by my love for my wife, kids, hobbies, food, and sex.  I did not believe that the joy of being in the presence of Jesus could eclipse the other joys I experienced on earth.  I was not a nominal Christian; I was faithful to the church, reading my Bible, praying, tithing, living a separate life, and sharing my faith with others about Jesus.  Yet, I had to come to grips with all those times I said that I couldn’t wait to get to heaven, that I was lying to myself; I could wait to get to heaven.  Not only this, but I knew that if I could wait to get to heaven so that I could be with Jesus, then “for me to live is Christ” was unachievable.  I could not truly live if I did not view being in the presence of Jesus as a gain.  
The second problem that I had was my inability to turn the switch on.  I confessed my sin. I knew I was wrong, but I couldn't change it.  I still prefer the good things from this life rather than being with Jesus.  I was devastated by this truth about me.  Eventually, after some frustrating days and weeks, I gave the problem to the Lord.  I did what I should have done in the first place: I asked God for wisdom on how to love Jesus more than earthly joys.  I needed to rest in the promise of James 1:5: “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.”  In time, God, through His infinite mercy, changed my taste buds from this life to being with Jesus in heaven.  It was not until I reached this point that I could say, “For me to live is Christ.”  In other words, for me to live is to be a servant of Jesus Christ.  
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]“The great violinist Niccolo Paganini willed his marvelous violin to the city of Genoa on the condition that it must never be played.  The wood of such an instrument, while used and handled, wears only slightly, but when set aside, it begins to decay.  Paganini’s lovely violin has become worm-eaten and useless today, except for a relic.  A Christian’s unwillingness to serve His Master may also destroy his capacity for usefulness.”  
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The second connection point that Paul writes of between Paul, Timothy, and the Christians at Philippi with God is the Philippians being called saints.  The word for “saints” has been translated as “holy” 168 times in the New Testament.  The meaning of the word includes cleansed, pure, and consecrated.  This morning, I want to make two applications on the significance of being called “saints in Christ.”  First, this means we have been cleansed from our sins.  Saints are not the greatest of Christians, as some religions argue, but all Christians whose sins have been washed away by the precious and powerful blood of Jesus Christ.  John wrote in Revelation 1:5: “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood.”  In the presence of God, He sees us as pure and clean.  Praise God! 
Second, we have been consecrated, or set apart, for a purpose.  The setting apart for God’s purpose has two timelines: present and future.  In the present, we have been set apart unto good works.  Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:8–10: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”  Most Christians are familiar with verses 8-9, but not so much verse10.  The opening word of verse10 is “for.”  This “for” is a term of explanation.  Paul explains why God gives the gift of grace and faith to sinful people who are not deserving of either.  The answer is grace and faith that created us in Christ Jesus, which is unto good works.  We have been cleansed to perform good works as God defines good works.  
In the New Testament, two words are translated as “good.”  One word speaks of good as that is a beautiful or fine quality.  An example of this is Matthew 3:10: “And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.”  The word “good” speaks of something that is of fine quality and not rotten or spoiled.  
The second word for “good” means morally good or beneficial.  An example of this word for “good” is Matthew 5:45: “That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.”  The contrast is between those who are morally evil and those who are morally good.  
In Ephesians 2:10, the word “good” refers to something morally good or beneficial. As Christians, we have been set aside to perform morally good (fulfilling God’s will) activities and to benefit our society.  To benefit our society means more than feeding the hungry or sheltering the homeless.  It has the Gospel of Jesus Christ at the core of our activities, helping humanity.  The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the greatest benefit we can give to humanity.  
Foundationally, good works rest on God’s definition of love.  Jesus responded to a lawyer’s question about what the greatest commandment was.  His answer is in Matthew 22:37–40: “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
In the future, we have been set aside by God’s amazing and consecrating grace to be joint heirs with Jesus.  Titus 3:5–7: “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”  Romans 8:17: “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.”  
Not only are we set apart from other creations to inherit with Jesus, but the basis of our inheritance is that we are children of the Father. We have been removed from being children of wrath and of Satan and are now consecrated to be children of God with the future blessing of inheriting from the one who owns everything.  
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Philippians 1:2: “Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.”  This verse has two fundamental truths: God the Father is not distant or “Father Time,” and Jesus Christ is also the Lord.
Grace and peace are dispensed by “God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.”  God the Father personally and intimately dispenses grace and peace to His children.  He is actively participating in relationships with His children.  He is the one to whom we pray because He cares intensely about His children.  
In addition, grace and peace come from “the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Remember, the Philippians thought the Lord and Christ were Caesar.  He was the one who provided grace and peace to his subjects.  It was not that Caesar did not provide grace and peace to his citizens, but the grace and peace he provided were external and could not be secured.  What do I mean by this?  In 1 Thessalonians 5:23, Paul wrote: “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Man has three parts to his essence: spirit, soul, and body.  Thus, man has an immaterial and material part to his essence.  The most important part is what comes first, and the least important part is what comes last.  The immaterial part of man is the most important.  Why is this?  The condition of the “spirit” within man determines where he will spend eternity.  If his spirit is dead, then after the material part of his essence dies, his soul goes directly to hell.  However, if the Holy Spirit regenerates his dead spirit (Ephesians 2:1), then, as Paul says, to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8).  
The grace and peace that Caesar offered only impacted the material and not the immaterial.  It could only improve the lifestyle on this side of eternity, but not on the other side, the more important side of eternity.  Additionally, Caesar could not secure the grace and peace he offered his citizens because he lacked the necessary power to do so.  He could not control volcanoes, earthquakes, famine, sickness, disease, death, financial crisis, or war.  At best, the grace and peace he dispensed were very temporary.  
However, the grace and peace that the Lord Jesus Christ provides directly impact a person's immaterial parts.  This means external events do not determine his peace, but by an internal, divine love.  This internal divine love and peace affect the material part of our essence.  
There are two verses in the Psalms that I want to highlight to make the above point abundantly clear.  Psalm 63:1: “O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: My soul thirsteth for thee, My flesh longeth for thee In a dry and thirsty land, where no water is.”  The soul’s passions affect the flesh.  If the soul passionately pursues God, then the body will follow.  The good news is the soul that hungers or thirsts after God will be quenched with God’s goodness: Psalm 107:9: “For he satisfieth the longing soul, And filleth the hungry soul with goodness.”  Therefore, even during incredible storms, Christians can still praise God as they mourn loss or moan in pain.  
Hugh Lattimer said to a fellow believer named Ridley as they were being burned at the stake for their faith in Jesus Christ on October 16, 1555: “Be of good comfort, Master Ridley, and play the man; we shall this day light such a candle by God's grace in England, as I trust shall never be put out."  Hugh Lattimer felt the pain of the fire and the jeering crowd, but was able to compartmentalize the pain and praise of God.  So, on one end, he felt the pain and possibly screamed, but on the other end, he knew his death was not in vain for the glory of God.  This is the grace and peace that Jesus Christ gives.  
In the first sentence and second verse, Paul made it abundantly clear who should be worshipped.  Caesar should be respected as their political and military leader, but Jesus should be worshipped because He is the Son of God, the Lord, and the Christ.  
[bookmark: _Toc199591690]Conclusion
God’s grace built a highway from the mind to the heart (or soul) of man.  This highway allows the truth from God’s word to travel south to our hearts so that we can love this truth.  Our love and devotion for this truth then travel on the same highway north to the mind, which then transmits the heart’s love for truth to various parts of our flesh so that we can experience this love in and through our lives.  This highway should be constantly busy with information traveling south and affections traveling north.  How busy has your highway been?  Does it need to be reignited?  

